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Michael Watt is a Principal Researcher at Scion who
specialises in growth modelling and using remotely sensed
data for a range of forestry applications. Michael has
published over 200 papers on forestry related topics and co
-leads the Remote Sensing Cluster group which is a

consortia (> 130 members) representing all major forest

growers in NZ.through this group over the last 10 years has

resulted insignificant tech transfer to the forest industry. Michael has co-developed
widely used models and productivity surfaces for many plantation species including

redwood.

Ilga Porth holds a Master in biochemistry, and a doctorate
in genetics from the University of Vienna, Austria, further,
she has completed a post doctorate in Forest Sciences at the
University of British Columbia, Canada, and continued as a
Research Associate in tree biotechnology in Wood Science at
the same university. In autumn 2015, she started her

professorship in tree genomics at Laval University, Quebec,

Canada. Porth teaches tree biology, physiology and aspects
of organic chemistry in wood science. She supervised and mentored over 50
students at all levels (undergraduate, master and doctorate, post doctorate). Her
research output with over 100 works involves peer-review articles, book chapters,
edited books, reports and conference proceedings. Porth has held memberships on
editorial boards on forestry related scientific journals. She is an expert on fast

growing trees such as poplars and spruces.
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