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Abstract

Problems of soil erosion and sedimentation are issues of global concern. With the intensification of global change and the impacts of human activities, many countries are facing severe challenges from wide-ranging sediment-related problems. The prevention and control of sediment disasters and the rational use of soil and sediment resources are important requirements for the sustainable development strategies of all countries. As sediment problems are closely related to social, economic and other human activities, the effective solution of sediment problems requires the concerted efforts of experts in different fields and thus an interdisciplinary approach is essential.  In view of the increasing recognition of sediment as a topic of global significance and the need to promote interdisciplinary research in this field, the World Association for Sedimentation and Erosion Research (WASER) was established and inaugurated in 2004 (Zhang et al., 2023). 

WASER is an independent, non-governmental, non-political and non-profit organization, at all times free of racial, gender or national prejudice. The objectives of WASER are to promote the study and development of the science of erosion and sedimentation and to foster the dissemination and application of this knowledge. The Secretariat is based in the International Research and Training Center on Erosion and Sedimentation (IRTCES), Beijing, China, which is the administrative headquarters of the Association. The series of International Symposia on River Sedimentation (ISRS) has served as the official symposium of WASER since 2004. These triennial technical events have been held in China, Russia, Japan, South Africa, Germany and France with about 2000 participants. In addition to sponsoring the ISRS, WASER has to date also sponsored / organized or co-sponsored / co-organized over 30 other international conferences, workshops, training courses and study tours besides sponsoring the ISRSs. The adoption of the International Journal of Sediment Research (IJSR) as the official journal of WASER in 2004 has also played an important role in increasing the exposure of the Association. These activities have served to raise WASER’s profile as well as promoting collaboration with agencies and other organizations working in the field of erosion and sedimentation. Three types of prizes and honours are awarded by WASER. These include the International Qian Ning Prize for Erosion and Sedimentation Technology, the IJSR Award for Distinguished Contributions to Sediment Research and Honorary Membership. Through its activities, WASER aims to strengthen the development of education and capacity building in the field of sustainable sediment management in global water management, promote sharing of information, on related data, the results of scientific research and management methods, and advances in the study of erosion and sedimentation.

The estuarine and coastal areas are normally associated with more developed social economy and dense population. The evolution and development of estuarine and coastal areas would directly affect human environment and economy. The tidal flats along the coastline are valuable land resources that help satisfy the requirements of the local production and people’s living. Deep waterways and good harbours are extremely important to the development of local economy.  Frequent maintenance is necessary for the waterways and harbours operating in sediment-laden flows. Due to strong tides and windstorms, natural disasters often occur in the estuarine areas causing loss of lives and properties. Therefore, effective defense measures should be taken. Environmental impacts will also result from the construction of hydraulic structures especially large-scale projects in coastal areas. Coastal waters may be polluted to various degrees by industrial and sanitary effluents discharged from land. Besides, extensive oil pollution may take place in coastal waters because of the accidents of ocean-going tankers. The above-mentioned hydraulic structures and water pollution will affect the ecological system in the coastal areas. Some of the problems mentioned above are the topics studied in recent decades and required to be improved and further amplified, and some are the new problems that have shown in recent years. It is a challenge be dealt with by joining forces of researchers and engineers actively working for the estuarine and coastal development and environmental protection. In view of the importance of estuaries and coasts, the International Conference on Estuaries and Coasts (ICEC) was initiated and sponsored by IRTCES and the 1st ICEC was held in Hangzhou, China in 2003. The triennial ICEC provides an opportunity for scientists, engineers, researchers and decision-makers to exchange ideas, research results and advanced techniques, and develop collaboration and friendships. WASER has sponsored the ICECs with IRTCES since the 2nd ICES held in Guangzhou, China in 2006.

Eight such conferences were held in 6 countries (Table 1). With support from related international associations, and with the participation of experts and scholars worldwide, the ICEC has attracted wide attention and has become an important and popular event. The 9th ICEC will be held in Qinzhou City, China during November 10-14, 2026.

Table 1. The series of International Conference on Estuaries and Coasts (ICEC).
	Term
	Venue
	Duration
	Number of participants

	1st ICEC
	Hangzhou, China
	November 9-11, 2003
	100

	2nd ICEC
	Guangzhou, China
	November 28-30, 2006
	260

	3rd ICEC
	Sendai, Japan
	September 14-16, 2009
	120

	4th ICEC
	Hanoi, Vietnam
	October 8-11, 2012
	200

	5th ICEC
	Muscat, Oman
	November 2-4, 2015
	150

	6th ICEC
	Caen, France
	August 20-23, 2018
	150

	7th ICEC
	Shanghai, China
	October 18-21, 2021
	260 + 300 (online)

	8th ICEC
	Quebec, Canada
	August 27-29, 2024
	150

	9th ICEC
	Qinzhou, China
	November 10-14, 2026
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