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Water-Rock Interaction-19 /Applied Isotope Geochemistry-16 (IAGC-4)
First Circular
June 20-25, 2027, Beijing, China
Welcome to WRI-19/AIG-16 (IAGC-4)
Water-rock interaction and applied isotope geochemistry serve as fundamental cornerstones in safeguarding sustainable utilization of groundwater, energy, and other critical resources, while simultaneously exerting a profound impact on diverse domains, including but not limited to oil and gas exploration and production, geothermal energy harnessing, CO2 capture and storage, and beyond. Their pivotal role not only fosters the socio-economic development but also underscores their critical relevance to addressing contemporary environmental challenges worldwide.
With a global perspective, the 19th International Symposium on Water-Rock Interaction and the 16th International Symposium on Applied Isotope Geochemistry (WRI-19/AIG-16 (IAGC-4)) will take place in the city of Beijing, China, June 20-25, 2027, and is affiliated by the Committee of International Association of Geochemistry. Known as WRI-19/AIG-16 (IAGC-4), the conference currently features 27 parallel sessions covering a wide range of topics, including geothermal and groundwater resources, water quality and human health, carbon sequestration and petroleum systems, deep fluid‑rock interactions, Critical Zone hydrology, biogeochemistry cycling, isotope tracers for water and air contaminants, advanced methods, modeling and AI technologies in WRI study, and WRI under global change and sustainable development.
We sincerely invite scholars around the world to participate in this conference to promote innovation and leapfrog development in water-rock interactions and isotope geochemistry, foster academic exchanges and collaborations, and contribute to sustainable development together.
Looking forward to meeting you in Beijing, China
Huaming Guo
WRI-19/AIG-16 (IAGC-4) Secretary General of the Organizing Committee







Conference Venue: Beijing Conference Center
We are delighted to host WRI-19/AIG-16 (IAGC-4) at the Beijing Conference Center (BCC), a large garden-style venue within Beijing’s Fifth Ring Road. Covering 520,000 m² with 66% greenery, BCC offers a tranquil environment with an artificial lake and lush landscape. The venue features a 1,600-seat main auditorium and 62 meeting rooms, ideal for parallel sessions. For accommodation, eight buildings provide over 1,000 rooms for up to 2,000 guests. BCC is conveniently located near the Olympic Forest Park, with easy access to the airport and the subway network, ensuring smooth travel for all attendees.

Topics of Parallel Sessions
Theme I: Water, Soil and Air Quality
1. Groundwater quality and health effects: Hydro-biogeochemical processes
2. Isotope tracers to investigate anthropogenic impacts on groundwater quality (AIG)
3. Geochemical control on groundwater-dependent ecosystems
4. Water-organic matter-microbe interactions and its eco-environmental effects
5. Isotope tracers for understanding the context of freshwater salinization (AIG)
6. Isotope geochemistry of air contaminants: Sources, processes, and deposition (AIG)

Theme II: WRI & Energy and Critical Resources
7. Geothermal and hydrogen energy: Hydrogeological, geochemical, and isotopic perspectives
8. Impacts of petroleum operations on aqueous systems: In memory of Brian Hitchon
9. WRI in geological carbon storage
10. Radionuclide migration in natural and engineered systems
11. Critical minerals, mining, and environmental geochemistry

Theme III: WRI from Lithosphere to Hydrosphere
12. Reaction kinetics and mechanisms of water‑rock interaction at Earth’s surface
13. Fluid-rock interactions and carbon cycle
14. WRI linking abiotic and biotic worlds
15. Hydrological and geochemical processes in the Critical Zone: In memory of Steven Banwart
16. WRI in extreme environments: Extremophiles, geotherms, and planetary bodies

Theme IV: Global Change & Sustainable Development
17. WRI under global climate change
18. Groundwater resources and environment in urban and agricultural areas 
19. Impact of climate change on the Critical Zone ecology and biodiversity
20. Isotopes and climate resilience (AIG)
21. Marine isotope geochemistry for sustainable oceans (AIG)

Theme V: Advanced Tools for WRI & AIG Study 
22. Compound-specific isotope analysis for contaminant fate, transformation, and remediation assessment (AIG)
23. Advanced understanding of WRI by artificial intelligence, big data, and inverse modelling
24. Reactive solute transport across scales: Theories, processes, and models
25. Integrated application of geophysics, geochemistry, GIS, and beyond in WRI study
26. Hydrogeochemical conceptual models for groundwater management: From multiple lines of evidence to decision support (AIG)
27. Isotopic tracers for water residence time determination and water-rock interaction constraints (AIG)

Short Courses
On 20th of June, the conference will invite outstanding experts to offer four short courses for participants, covering: (1) Hydrogeological processes in geothermal reservoir, (2) MINTAQ or PHREEQC modeling, (3) Isotope geochemistry, and (4) Big data and artificial intelligence in WRI study. The courses will run from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm and from 2:00 pm to 5:30 pm. Participants are cordially invited to register for the courses on the conference website.
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Important Information
1. Time and Location
Time: June 20-25, 2027.
Venue: Beijing Conference Center (No. 88 Laiguangying West Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China, 100012)
2. Special Issue Publication
Focusing on frontier and hot-topic research areas, the conference will identify high-quality papers and recommend their publication in special issues of leading international journals, including Journal of Hydrology, Applied Geochemistry, and Hydrogeology Journal.
3. Scholarship and Best Presentation Award
Based upon the quality of submission, WRI-19 Scholarship will be granted to approximately 5 students and 5 young scientists (younger than 35 years old) from developing countries (World Bank) to cover their registration fees. 
Ten WRI-19 Best Presentation Awards will be selected (200 USD prize for each), by the international scientific committee.
4. Conference Paper Submission
To ensure a smooth connection with the publication of Proceedings of WRI-19/AIG-16 (IAGC-4), we strongly encourage all participants to submit a short full paper (1–4 pages; 1–6 pages for plenary and keynote speakers), with tables, figures and references, instead of a traditional abstract only. These short papers will be peer‑reviewed and, upon acceptance, published in the proceedings volume. 
Authors are requested to prepare their manuscripts following the provided template, and detailed submission guidelines and the template can be downloaded from the conference website. It is notable that only one abstract will be accepted per registered participant. However, we encourage multi-author submissions and at least one person must be registered per submission to the Conference prior to the deadline for Standard Registration.
5. Important Timelines
Important timelines are shown in the following table.
	Start of Conference Paper Submission and Registration
	15 August 2026

	Deadline for Conference Paper Submission
	20 February 2027

	Deadline for Early Bird Registration
	20 February 2027

	Deadline for Scholarship Applications
	20 February 2027

	Acceptance of Conference Papers
	28 February 2027

	Booking Accommodation (Note: Reserved rooms in the Beijing Conference Center is limited, and a good time planning is encouraged)
	01 March 2027

	Letter of Invitation for Visa and External Support for Attending the Conference
	10 March 2027

	Deadline for Standard Registration online
	15 June 2027

	On-site Registration
	20 June 2027




6. Registration fees
Please kindly register and pay the registration fee via the conference website in advance. The registration fee includes the ice-breaker, short courses, welcome banquet, and daily lunches and dinners. 

	Category
	Early Bird
(Until Feb. 20th, 2027)
	Standard Online
(Feb 21st - June 15th, 2027)
	Onsite

	Members
	USD 700
RMB 4300
	USD 750
RMB 4600
	USD 800
RMB 4900

	Non-members
	USD 800
RMB 4900
	USD 850
RMB 5200
	USD 900
RMB 5500

	Students
	USD 450
RMB 2800
	USD 500
RMB 3100
	USD 550
RMB 3400

	Accompany persons
	USD 350
RMB 2200
	USD 400
RMB 2500
	USD 450
RMB 2800


Registration and payment of registration fee is mandatory for all presenters and any other persons involved in the sessions, including conveners and chairpersons (unless agreed upon in advance) in order to obtain physical access to the conference rooms. Registration is required for all delegates, including invited speakers and students who have had the registration fees waived.
For registered participants who are unable to attend the conference as scheduled, a full refund of the registration fee may be requested on or before June 15, 2027. No refunds will be granted on or after June 16, 2027.
7. Other Reminders
Accommodation: costs are to be borne by the participants themselves. However, we have secured a special agreement with the conference center hotel. The rate for a standard room (single or double occupancy) is about USD 100 per night, which offers excellent value compared to other options in the surrounding area. Reservations can be made in advance on the conference website.
Transportation: on June19-20, shuttle buses will run regularly between the airport and the hotel to pick up attendees. Furthermore, the organizing committee will provide transportation for the mid-conference field trip on 23rd of June.
Payments: To ensure a smooth visit, please be aware that digital payments such as Alipay and WeChat Pay are ubiquitous in China. We strongly recommend downloading one of these apps before departure and linking your international credit card to facilitate everyday transactions. Since some vendors may not accept credit cards, it is also wise to carry a modest amount of Chinese Yuan cash as a backup. For mobile connectivity, you may purchase a local SIM card or an international roaming plan that works in China. Additionally, please note that certain communication apps and websites commonly used outside China may not be accessible here, so we suggest you make the necessary preparations on your personal devices before you travel. With these simple steps, you will be able to navigate the local environment with ease and fully enjoy the conference experience. 
Call for nominations of IAGC awards: There are ten IAGC awards available for scholars with different career stages. Nominations open annually on 1 August and are due on 31 December. For detailed nomination procedure, please find on IAGC website (https://iagc-society.org/IAGC-Awards). 
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Conference Consultation: Yalu Hu +86 17710332021 yaluhu@cugb.edu.cn
                     Wei Xiu +86 18101361815 xwsuron@cugb.edu.cn
Registration and Submission: Shiping Xing +86 18310991566 spxing@cugb.edu.cn
Field Trips: Yao Li +86 15701232265 liyao@cugb.edu.cn
Exhibition Coordination: Xiao Bian +86 18202780064 bianxiao8@126.com
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