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Gauden Galea

Dr Gauden Galea

WHO Representative in China

Dr Gauden Galea will take up the post of WHO Representative in China from April
2018. He is transitioning from his current job at the European Regional Office of WHO
as Director of the Division of Noncommunicable Diseases (NCDs) and Promoting Health
through the Life-course.

Dr Galea is a public health physician and has worked for WHO since 1998. He
previously held posts in Suva, the Western Pacific Regional Office in Manila, and at WHO
headquarters in Geneva.

Dr Galea is a leading voice on NCDs, active at both national and global levels.
He contributed to the development of a national stepwise approach to NCDs, first
implemented in the Pacific Islands, and deployed evidenced-based advocacy to link NCDs
to the global development agenda, including the forthcoming UN High Level Meeting on
NCDs. He has helped to generate a renewal of life-course approaches to health promotion
and public health; in WHO Europe those efforts have resulted in action plans on child and
adolescent health, child maltreatment, women’ s health, and a forthcoming action plan
onmen’ s health in Europe.

Dr Galea is widely published and holds a deep personal-interest in computer

programming and the applications of data science to the practice of public health today.
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Hanna Nohynek

Hanna Nohynek is Chief Physician, former Deputy Head of the Infectious
Diseases Control and Vaccines Unit of the Department of Health Security at the Finnish
Institute for Health and Welfare (THL). She serves as secretary of the Finnish National
Immunization Technical Advisory Group (NITAG; KRAR), leads the subgroup on
Strategic development of the influenza vaccination programme and is a member of the
subgroup on the SARS-CoV-2 vaccination strategy. She was instrumental in designing
the first THL (KTL) health advisory for refugees and asylum seekers in Finland, studying
the narcolepsy signal post pandemic vaccination, designing the introduction of the HPV
vaccine to the national immunization programme, the introduction of the live attenuated
influenza vaccine for children, and strategy and introduction of the covid-19 vaccines in
Finland. She practices travel health in Aava Medical Center, Helsinki.

Her present research interests are register-based vaccine impact studies, evidence-
based policy/decision making, vaccine safety, hesitancy, SARS-CoV-2, RSV, influenza
and pneumococcus. She coordinates the IMI funded consortia work packages on
Preparation for future RSV product assessment of PROMISE (www.imi-promise.eu),
and Field studies and Communication for DRIVE on brand specific influenza vaccine
effectiveness (www.drive-eu.org; ended June 2022). She co-led the EU DG Sante funded
Joint Action Vaccines (https://eu-jav.com/) work package on Vaceine Hesitancy which
ended in March 2022.

She has authored more than 170 origihal articles. She teaches, giving ovéEs

invited lectures annually and guiding €lective, graduate and PhD students. She bel
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She has served on expert committees evaluating several vaccines in Finland, and as
an advisor to the EU, IMI/IHI, IVI, WHO, GAVI, SIDA/SRC, and the Finnish MOFA.
She chaired the WHO SAGE external evaluation (EAGSE), is presently Vice chair of
WHO SAGE, Chair of the WHO SAGE working group on COVID-19 vaccines, and
WHO SAGE subgroup on Influenza Vaccines. She chaired EPIET in 1998-2001 and
EDCTP in 2002-3. She was a member of the WHO GACVS (2006-2012). Presently she
is member of the ECDC NITAG coordinating committee, and is Vice Chair and Board

Member of the International Vaccine Institute.
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Ananda Amarasinghe

Dr Ananda Amarasinghe is a Medical Epidemiologist.

He is the focal point for Immunization System Strengthening and Immunization Safety
(including both routine immunization and COVID-19 vaccination) at the Unit of Vaccine
Preventable Diseases and Immunization, in the WHO Regional Office for Western Pacific.

Previously, Dr Amarasinghe was the Senior Epidemiologist at the Epidemiology
Unit, Ministry of Health Sri Lanka and was the technical lead on National Immunization
Programme and Communicable Disease Control in Sri Lanka.

During 2000-2015, he has provided immunization and communicable disease control
expert services to WHO member states in EURO, EMRO, SEARO and WPRO regions and
served in key expert committees in WHO including Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine
Safety.

He is author or co-author of more than 40 international peer reviewed publications and
the lead author of WHO global and regional manuals on immunization safety surveillance,

vaccine acceptance and demand generation.
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Dai L#, Gao L#, Tao L, Hadinegoro SR#, Erkin M#, Ying Z#, He P, Girsang RT,
Vergara H, Akram J, Satari HI, Khaliq T, Sughra U, Celi AP, Li F, Li Y, Jiang Z, Dalimova
D, Tuychiev J, Turdikulova S, Ikram A, Flores Lastra N, Ding F, Suhardono M, Fadlyana
E, Yan J, Hu Z#, Li C#, Abdurakhmonov [Y#, Gao GF*, ZF2001 Global Trial Group.
Efficacy and Safety of the RBD-Dimer-Based Covid-19 Vaccine ZF2001 in Adults. New
England Journal of Medicine. 2022 May 4. doi: 10.1056/NEJM0a2202261.

Xu K#, Gao P#, Liu S#, Lu S#, Lei W#, Zheng T#, Liu X, Xie Y, Zhao Z, Guo S,
Tang C, Yang Y, Yu W, Wang J, Zhou Y, Huang Q, Liu C, An Y, Zhang R, Han Y, Duan
M, Wang S, Yang C, Wu C, Liu X, She G, Liu Y, Zhao X, Xu K, Qi J, Wu G*, Peng X*,
Dai L*, Wang P*, Gao GF*. Protective prototype-Beta and Delta-Omicron chimeric
RBD-dimer vaccines against SARS-CoV-2. Cell. 2022. doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/
j-cell.2022.04.029

Dai L#*, Xu K#, Li J#, Huang Q, Song J, Han Y, Zheng T, Gao-P, Lu X, Yang H, Liu
K, Xia Q, Wang Q, Chai Y, Qi J, Yan J*, Gao GF*. Protective Zika vaccines engineered
to eliminate enhancement of dengue infection via immunodominance switch. Naturg
Immunology. 2021 Aug;22(8):958-968. e ;

Dai L#*, Gao GF*. Viral targets for vaccines against COVID-19. Natur
Immunology. 2021 Feb;21(2).

Dai L#*, Zheng T#, Xu K#, Han Y#, Xu L#, Huang
Yang M, Li Y, Cheng H, Yuan Y, Zhang W, Ke C, Wong G
GF*. A Universal Design of Betacoronavirus Vaccines agains
SARS. Cell. 2020 Aug 6; 182(3):722-733.e11.
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