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Quarraisha Abdool Karim

The World Academy of Sciences for the advancement of science in
developing countries

Abdool Karim, is an infectious diseases epidemiologist whose seminal
contributions spanning over three decades have shaped the global HIV
prevention landscape, notably in prevention technologies for women. She
demonstrated that ARVs prevent sexually transmitted HIV that laid the
foundation for HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP); and has provided
insights in Africa and globally on the impact of Covid-19 on HIV and in
the evaluation of Covid-19 vaccines and therapeutics. Abdool Karim is the
President of The World Academy of Sciences (TWAS). She is an elected
member of the National Academy of Medicine (USA); and Fellow of The
World Academy of Science, Royal Society of South Africa, Academy of
Science of South Africa and the African Academy of Science. Her research
contributions have been recognized nationally and internationally with over
30 honors including South Africa’s Order of Mapungubwe, 2014 TWAS-
Lenovo Prize; the John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award; the
2020 Christophe Mérieux Prize; and the 4th Hideyo Noguchi Africa Prize
for Medical Research. She is the Associate Scientific Director of CAPRISA;
Professor in Clinical Epidemiology, Columbia University; and Pro-Vice
Chancellor for African Health, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.
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GUO Huadong

Director General of the International Research Center of Big Data for
Sustainable Development Goals

Prof. GUO is the Director General of the International Research Center of
Big Data for Sustainable Development Goals (CBAS), an Academician of
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), a Foreign Member of the Russian
Academy of Sciences, a Foreign Member of the Finnish Society of Sciences
and Letters, and a Fellow of TWAS. He presently serves as Honorary
President of the International Society for Digital Earth (ISDE), Director of
the International Center on Space Technologies for Natural and Cultural
Heritage under the Auspices of UNESCO, Chair of the Digital Belt and
Road Program, and Editor-in-Chief of the International Journal of Digital
Earth and the journal of Big Earth Data. He served as a member of the UN
10-Member Group to support the Technology Facilitation Mechanism for
SDGs (2018-2021), Chairman of the International Committee of Remote
Sensing of Environment (2017-2020), President of ISDE (2015-2019), and
ICSU Committee on Data for Science and Technology (CODATA) (2010-
2014). He specializes in remote sensing, radar for Earth observation, and
Digital Earth science. He is the Principal Investigator of Moon-based Earth
Observation Research Project of National Natural Science Foundation of
China and the Chief Scientist of the Big Earth Data Science Engineering
Project of CAS. He has published more than 500 papers and 24 books, and
is the awardee of 18 domestic and international prizes.
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Johannes Cullmann

Office of the President of the UN General Assembly, UN-water

Johannes Cullmann is Scientific Advisor to the President of the UN General
Assembly and coordinates sustainable development related issues in the
Office of the President, and the vice-chair of UN water. He is on loan from
the World Meteorological Organization, where he has served eight years
as lead for water and climate activities.

Johannes moved to Geneva from the German Federal Institute of
Hydrology, where he served as director responsible for strategy, science
and partnerships. Prior to this, Johannes coordinated the German
Transportation Ministry's international water affairs and directed the
German committee for the water programmes of UNESCO and WMO. He
was Senior Advisor to WMOQ's water activities and President of UNESCO s
Intergovernmental Council on water from 2012 to 2014. In his function as
a department head in the German Federal Institute for Hydrology, he was
the German representative to the Commission for the Hydrology of the
Rhine River and co-organised the first climate change impact analysis for
the Rhine River.
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Keywan Riahi

International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis

Keywan Riahi is the Director of the Energy Program at the International
Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA). He is lecturing as a Visiting
Professor of Energy Systems Analysis at the Graz University of Technology
and has recently also joined the Payne Institute of the Colorado School
of Mines as a Fellow and serves as an External Faculty Member at the
Institute for Advanced Study (IAS) at the University of Amsterdam. In
2021, Mr Riahi was appointed to the 10-Member Group by the United
Nations Secretary-General Guterres to advise on Science, Technology and
Innovation for the implementation of the Agenda 2030. Mr Riahi ranks
first in the recent list of 1000 most influential climate scientists by Reuters
and has been selected as Highly Cited Researcher worldwide by the Web
of Science/Clarivate Analytics (2016-2020). In 2015 he also received
the IAMC award for extraordinary contributions to the field of integrated
assessment modelling. His publications receive more than 10.000 citations
per year and cover inter alia the following disciplines: mathematics,
economics, finance, engineering/energy, and environmental sciences.
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Ronald Jansen

United Nations Statistics Division

Ronald Jansen is Assistant Director of the United Nations Statistics
Division in New York. He is responsible for the Division’'s work on data
innovation and statistical capacity management since 2018. In his current
position, he supports the work of the UN Committee of Experts on Big
Data and Data Science for Official Statistics, including support for the
Regional Hubs for Big Data and the UN Global Platform. The platform is
a collaborative environment for the global statistical community to share
data, services, methods and expertise, and jointly execute data innovation
projects.

He joined the United Nations in June 1990 and worked for many years
in the area of international trade statistics, covering trade in goods and
trade in services. From 2010 to 2018 he led the initiative of the Division
to better integrate international trade, business statistics and global value
chain analysis. His educational background is in Statistics and Psychology;
he obtained a PhD in mathematical modelling of human information
processing in May 1990.
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Yana Gevorgyan

20

Group on Earth Observations

Yana Gevorgyan joined GEO as Secretariat Director in July 2021. Ms.
Gevorgyan is an international relations expert whose career spans
humanitarian relief and development, international think tanks, and
government organizations. Formerly, GEO Program Manager at the
U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’'s (NOAA), Ms.
Gevorgyan managed the participation of the United States government in
GEO and provided thought leadership to shape forward-looking strategies
and policies that enable multisectoral partnerships, broad stakeholder
engagement and the deserved recognition of GEO's most valuable asset -
its community.

Ms. Gevorgyan is an experienced cross-cultural communicator known for
building bridges between diverse communities on a global and regional
scale. Her vision for the advancement of GEO is to introduce agile and
innovative approaches to promote broader use of Earth observation data,
technologies and knowledge for social impact. Accelerating engagement
with GEO members at the national level, strategic communication for
policy, economic and human impact, and collaboration across sectors and
stakeholders will be key vectors in Yana's strategy to shape the work of the
GEO Secretariat and the GEO community.
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